17TH JULY 2020

DORMERS INFORMER

IMPORTANT NOTICES AND REMINDERS
SEPTEMBER RE- OPENING
We are pleased to be planning for all pupils to return to school in September and I inform you of a number of changes that we have made, in line
with Government guidelines and to support our rigorous risk assessments.
Attendance in September will be compulsory for all pupils, so we will return to our usual routines. If your child is absent from school, please email or
phone the school office to let us know the reason for their absence, on the 1st day of absence. We are happy to work with you to support your
child’s return, if you are anxious about your child returning.
Bubbles
Children will be grouped together in their usual class groups (up to 30 in Reception to Year 6) and we will operate year group bubbles. There will
be very limited interaction between these bubbles, including a one-way system in operation on both sites. The feedback from our pupils currently
attending has been very positive about these new routines.
All efforts have been made to help reduce the risk of any outbreak, without compromising the children’s valuable education. We are pleased to
report that there have been no confirmed cases of Covid-19 at the Infant or Junior School. The test and trace measures that will be in place in
September will require us to provide contacts for all pupils and staff in close proximity to any suspected cases, which is why it is vital that we
minimise contact as much as possible.
Staggered drop offs and pickups
Government guidelines have recommended that schools operate staggered days to reduce congestion, whilst entering and leaving the school. It is
very important that children are dropped off and picked up at their allocated time promptly. Please see the table below for timings and
entrance/exits points. Teachers and support staff will be on the playground, near entrances/exit points in the morning and end of the day, for
collection at the appropriate gate. All pupils should be dropped off and collected from school by an adult. Year 5/6 pupils will not be allowed home
alone in the first half of the Autumn term, when we will review this system.
Curriculum
We are delighted that children will return to a broad and balanced curriculum in September. Our wonderful specialist teaching staff for PE and Music
will resume their teaching timetables and when classes use shared learning areas such as our halls, Music room, tables and equipment will be cleaned
between each year group use.
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Lunch
During our partial closure, pupils have been eating their
packed lunches in the classrooms and this has been
warmly received by pupils, who have enjoyed not
queuing for their meals! We have a new catering
company in September, Caterlink and they are planning
with us how to deliver hot lunches to our pupils. We will
post the Autumn term menu on the website. Pupils who
normally have packed lunch will continue to eat their
lunches in classrooms. This will help to ease congestion in
the dining hall and ensure that the appropriate time can
be given for cleaning down tables in between each year
group sitting. This will also help to reduce traffic around
the school and limit contact between bubble groups.
Whether children are eating in their classrooms or the hall,
tables will be cleaned before and after lunch, with children
following our hygiene routines and will wash their hands.
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Transport
Schools have been asked to encourage parents to walk to school or use private vehicles. We continue to be concerned about increased car
use and due to limited parking around the school, we would like to encourage you to either walk, cycle or use public transport. We are in
communication with the Ealing School Travel Team, to paint markings outside the school to help with physical distancing.
Uniform
Pupils should return to school in their full school uniform, including the appropriate footwear (see website-June Newsletter, for details of our
brand new uniform). In the Autumn term, we ask that pupils in all year groups to come to school in their PE kits on their class PE day.
Pupils need to wear a white t-shirt (with/without new logo) and non-branded black jogging bottoms. A PE timetable will be posted on the
year group page of the website over the Summer.
Home Learning
We have received a range of responses from parents about the home learning provision, both at the Parent Forum in February and during the
lockdown period. We know this is an area where we will not get consistent feedback as each child’s needs are unique and all our families face
different challenges and pressures. Our priority in September is on providing high quality teaching and provision, as well as focusing on our
pupils’ emotional wellbeing. We have, therefore, made a decision that apart from daily reading, spelling practice, pupils will be set online home
learning such as Bug Club, Numbots, My Maths and TimesTable Rockstars. We will resume Home Learning Projects, based on a topic or study
area, once it is deemed safe to do so.
Breakfast Club
We know how important breakfast club is for some of our families and we have tried very hard to accommodate this service, within the new
guidance for schools. Breakfast club will operate from 7.30-8.40am each day and parents must book the session in advance. There is a
request form on the school website, if you require this service. Children will be in their year group zones and will be offered a menu that
minimises contact, such as fresh fruit, cereal or a pastry. Breakfast club will start on the first day of term, Thursday 3rd of September, if
required.
After School Clubs
We happy to say that we will be offering extra-curricular clubs after school in the Autumn term. However, these will be in year group bubbles.
You will receive further detail on these in September.
Summer holiday free school meal vouchers
More Dormers Wells families have become eligible for free school meals and our admin staff have been working hard to process these
applications swiftly. The 6 week summer vouchers have been ordered, and you should receive your £90 voucher week beginning 20th July.
Whilst the school will be closed for the summer, please see the Website for ’Support for families during Coronavirus’, for details of support
available.
ENDINGS AND BEGINNINGS
It’s that time of year where we say goodbye to and welcome some new staff to the Dormers Wells Family. We say good bye and wish the
following staff well in their future:
Miss Mohamud and Miss Hilfawi, for their hard work and teaching in KS1. They are moving to schools nearer their homes.
Miss Panteloudi for all her commitment to the school, especially supporting Year 5 pupils.
Coach Boland for delivering fun and successful PE lessons in the Infant School.
Ms Malhotra for her work within the Admin Team, in particular with our SQUiD payment system.
We welcome the following staff to our Dormers Wells Family: Miss Williams (Year 3), Mrs Afghar (Year 1), Miss McKay (Year 1), Miss Hmeid
(Admin) and Mr Powell. All our new teachers have introduced themselves to their new classes on our website. They are going through a
comprehensive induction programme and are looking forward to the next academic year.
It has been lovely to see more pupils returning to school, at the end of what has been a very challenging term for everyone and my first year
at Dormers Wells. Thank you for your encouraging words you have given to our fantastic team, many of whom have shown extraordinary
levels of commitment to our school during this pandemic.
I wish you all a restful Summer and I look forward to seeing everyone
back at school in September!
With best wishes,
Mrs Toni George
Headteacher

SEPTEMBER '19- MARCH '20
BEST YEAR ATTENDANCE
1st

Year 2

97%

2nd

Year 4 and Year 5

96.8%

3rd

Year 6

96.7%

BEST CLASS ATTENDANCE
1st

2PK

97.3%

2nd

6CH, 5MA, 4CY

97.1%

3rd

5AB, 5MG, 6JK

97.0%

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO?
We had an exciting
social distanced Sports
Day in our bubbles to
stay fit and healthy! The
children participated in
long
jump,
hurdle
jumping, quick step, star
jumps and precision
throwing.
The
children
were
working on skills they
have learned in school
and showing off their
impressive
stamina. They enjoyed
it a lot and so did all
of the teachers!

Hunarjot Rai Kaur in Year 2
was very pleased with her
aeroplane project that she
made all by herself.

Yasin in 2PK has been In our bubble this week, Year 5 went outside and gathered sticks
working very hard on his that they bound together to make 3D shapes. This used a lot of skills
home learning work.
from Maths to identify their properties as well as Design Technology
to ensure their structures were stable

Other year 5 classes also participated around the school,, spnding
time revising the properties of 3D shapes. Where they were then
All Year 6 were invited to a Farewell Day on the 17th July, able to take their lessons outside and make the ost of the beautiful
where they received these special gifts. We will miss this weather constructing these 3D shapes.
group of children and have fond memories of them. Good
Luck at your High Schools and in the future. Stay in touch
with us! We love to know how you are doing.

CLASS OF 2020

